
Advent – Jesus Came; He’s Coming Again 

Luke 2:1-14 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

taxed. 2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3 And all went to be taxed, every one 

into his own city. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5 To be taxed with Mary his 

espoused wife, being great with child. 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that 

she should be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 

him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 8 And there were in the same country shepherds 

abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 

behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God, and saying, 14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

Jesus came to Earth.  God with us.  To seek and to save those who were lost.  There is more evidence that Jesus came 

than just the Bible.  For most of us, we believe the Bible and the Bible is enough for us.  But we all have friends and 

acquaintances for whom it isn’t enough.  Let me equip you today with some other evidence that Jesus came. 

First is Tacitus.  Publius Cornelius Tacitus was a Roman Senator and Historian who lived from 56 AD to 120 AD.  He had 

two major works, “The Annuls”, and “Histories” both of which he uses to cover the reigns of the Caesars Tiberius, 

Caudius, and Nero. In his “Annuls” 15.44 he records this… 

Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated 

for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the 

extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most 

mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, 

but even in Rome,  

The second is from Jewish Historian Josephus.  Flavius Josephus (roman name) was born Yosef ben Matityahu to father 

Matthias a priest at the temple of Jerusalem and a Roman Mother who claimed to be royalty of Rome in 37 AD.  

Josephus recorded the acts of the first Century AD in his books called the Jewish Antiquities.  He has two entries about 

Jesus.  In Book 18 chapter 3 and paragraph 3 he records… 

Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man; if it be lawful to call him a man. For he was a doer of wonderful works; 

a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the 

Gentiles. He was [the] Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men among us, had condemned him to 

the cross;7 those that loved him at the first did not forsake him. For he appeared to them alive again, the third day:8 as 

the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him. And the tribe of 

Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day. 

And in Book 20 Chapter 9 paragraph 1 he records… 

When therefore Ananus was of this disposition, he thought he had now a proper opportunity [to exercise his authority]. 

Festus was now dead; and Albinus was but upon the road. So he assembled the sanhedrim of judges, and brought before 

them the brother of Jesus who was called Christ, whose name was James: and some others;  

Lucian of Samosata was a second century Greek satirist and historian. In one of his works, he wrote of the early 

Christians as follows: 

The Christians ... worship a man to this day – the distinguished personage who introduced their novel rites and was 

crucified on that account.... [It] was impressed on them by their original lawgiver that they are all brothers, from the 

moment that they are converted, and deny the gods of Greece, and worship the crucified sage, and live after his laws.  

http://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/ant-18.html#margin_note_7
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/ant-18.html#margin_note_8
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1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 

and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, 

who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will 

always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

Hebrews 9:27-28 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been 

offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who 

are eagerly waiting for him. 

2 Peter 3:1-13 This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your sincere 

mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the 

commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will 

come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4 They will say, “Where is the promise 

of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the 

beginning of creation.” 5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the 

earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 6 and that by means of these the 

world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and 

earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the 

ungodly. 8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, 

and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 

patient toward you,[a] not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the 

day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 

bodies[b] will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.[c] 

11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and 

godliness,12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 

set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!13 But according to his promise we 

are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

Acts 1:6-11  So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 

authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said 

these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while 

they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men 

of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

John 14:1-3 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;[a]believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many 

rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?[b] 3 And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3&version=ESV;KJV#fen-ESV-30515a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3&version=ESV;KJV#fen-ESV-30516b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3&version=ESV;KJV#fen-ESV-30516c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=ESV;KJV#fen-ESV-26658a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=ESV;KJV#fen-ESV-26659b

